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As it relates to Syria: is it 2013 all over again?
by: Darryl W. Perry

Once again, the US military is ramping up
the rate of air strikes against Syria. Some
outlets have reported this as something
along the lines of “Trump starts war with
Syria,” which is a misrepresentation of facts
as the US military has been involved in the
Syrian Civil War for many years. There are
striking similarities between recent actions
and those taken back in 2013.
After a chemical weapons attack on August
21, 2013 Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
reportedly treated 3600 patients displaying
neurotoxic symptoms in less than three
hours, 355 patients reportedly died. MSF
general director Christopher Stokes said,
“MSF hopes that independent investigators
will be given immediate access to shed light
on what happened.” At the time, there were
conflicting reports on who was responsible
for the attack. The Syrian state media
accused the rebels of the attack, while other

reports put the blame on the Syrian military. night may never be established with
certainty.”
Then-President Obama said he would ask
Congress to vote on the use of military Despite little evidence of a chemical
force in Syria. The legislation, SJ Res 21, weapons attack, and even less evidence that
never received a vote. Two weeks later, “the the attack was carried out by the Syrian
U.S. and Russia reached a preliminary government, “President Donald Trump
agreement requiring Syria to eliminate all of announce[d] the United States, France and
its chemical weapons material and Britain have launched military strikes in
equipment in the first half of 2014.” Around Syria to punish President Bashar Assad for a
that same time, Donald Trump tweeted, suspected chemical attack.”
“The President must get Congressional
approval before attacking Syria-big mistake While Trump’s tune has changed from
if he does not!”
believing that a President must get
Congressional approval for military action,
The Washington Post reports in early April my views remain the same: “I certainly do
“in the rebel-held town of Douma east of not condone the violence being perpetrated
the Syrian capital, Damascus. Warplanes by Syrian President Bashar al Assad.
dropped bombs, families hid in basements, Neither do I support the violence being
and ambulances raced through empty streets perpetrated by the American government. I
to rescue the injured… The victims emitted will continue to speak out against future
a powerful smell of chlorine.” Adding, violence, especially violence perpetrated by
“Exactly what happened [on that] Saturday the American military.”

Community Calendars
RECURRING EVENTS
KEENE

Every Sunday – Social Sunday:
Burger, 82 Main St. – 6pm

Local

Bitcoin Meet-Up: (details vary, check keene.bitcoin.com)

LAKES REGION

Third Saturday – Lakes Region Porcupine
Meeting: New Hong Kong Buffet 12 Old
State Rd Unit 3, Belmont – 12-2pm

LEBANON

Last Tuesday of the month – Upper Valley
Porcupines:
Ziggy's Pizza, 254 North
Plainfield Road, West Lebanon – 6-8pm

MANCHESTER

First Saturday of the month – Merrimack
Valley Porcupines: – 11am (location varies, check
ShireCalendar.FPP.cc)

Every Tuesday – Taproom Tuesday:
Murphy's Taproom, 494 Elm St. – 5-7pm

by: Thomas L. Knapp

California Secession: A good start

On April 23, California Secretary of State
Alex Padilla approved language for a 2020
ballot proposal submitted by the Yes
California Independence Campaign. The
proposal will — assuming the campaign
can collect and submit signatures from
365,880 registered voters by October —
kick off a process already widely known as
“Calexit” (after the United Kingdom’s
“Brexit” from the European Union).
That process entails three parts: Asking
Californians (in 2020) if they want to
“discuss” secession; if yes, asking
Californians (in 2021) if they want to
secede; and if again yes, asking 2/3 of both
houses of Congress and 3/4 of the state
legislatures to pass a constitutional
amendment allowing California to leave the
United States.

buy-in from DC and the other states might
be the wisest course. Either way, if
Californians want to go their own way, they
should be free to do so, as should other
existing states and even smaller areas and
groups.
As an independent nation, California would
boast the fifth largest economy in the
world, and would rank 36th in population
(by comparison to the world’s 196 existing
countries) and in the top half by area (it’s
larger than Hungary, Greece, or Portugal).
It has its own coastline (but its secession
would still leave the US with access to the
west coast via Oregon and Washington). It
has its own border with a country other
than the US (Mexico). It relies on other
states for energy and water, but making that
trade international rather than merely
interstate doesn’t seem like an insuperable
problem.

Whether or not that last step should be
necessary is debatable, but seeing as how In short, California looks like an excellent
the last American secession resulted in a test case for independence. It mostly has
what it needs to function on its own.
four-year war and a million dead, getting

Every Sunday – Shire Bitcoin Meetup:
Strange Brew Tavern, 88 Market St –
6-9pm

NASHUA

Every Sunday – Nashua Liberty Meetup:
Martha's Exchange, 185 Main St. – 6-8pm

NEWMARKET

As for relationships with other states and
with a national capital 2,375 miles from its
own, it’s far from obvious that the people
of California have so much in common
with the people of Texas or Florida or New
Hampshire or Wisconsin that all five states
need a government in common.
Ultimately, political government itself is
the problem and a system of market
anarchy or panarchy (competing “public
service” providers within the same
geographical area) is the solution. Until we
can feel our way to such an arrangement,
peaceful secession, decentralization, and
devolution are probably the best outcomes
we can reasonably hope for.
Republished with permission.
Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William
Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism. He lives
and works in north central Florida.

Last Sunday of every month – Freecoast
Bitcoin Meet Up: Burrito Liberation, 170
Main St – 3-5pm

PORTSMOUTH

Every Tuesday – Freecoast Bitcoin Meetup:
STREET, 801 Islington St – 6-9pm

SEACOAST

Every Thursday – NH Seacoast Liberty
Meetup: rotates weekly between Dover,
Exeter, Hampton, Portsmouth & Rochester
– 7pm
(location varies, check ShireCalendar.FPP.cc)

Submit your events to editor@fpp.cc –
please send event information by the final
Sunday of each month.
More events can be found online at
ShireCalendar.FPP.cc
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Trump isn’t the first War-Criminal President. He should be the last!
by: Thomas L. Knapp

Only a couple of weeks ago, US president
Donald Trump stated his desire to bring
American troops home from Syria: “We’ll
be coming out of Syria, like, very soon ….
Let the other people take care of it now.”

military action versus Syria.

The strikes on Syria constitute war of
aggression. The Syrian regime has never
attacked, nor threatened to attack, any of the
three countries which just attacked it, nor
are its alleged domestic crimes, however
As if on cue: An alleged chemical attack in horrible, the bailiwick of those three
Douma, where the Assad regime’s forces governments.
are rooting out rebel resistance in their reAnd as the Nuremberg Tribunal noted, “To
taking of the eastern Ghouta region.
initiate a war of aggression … is not only an
Investigators from the Organisation for the international crime; it is the supreme
Prohibition of Chemical weapons are only international crime differing only from
now arriving to look into the claim, but other war crimes in that it contains within
Trump (as well as the UK’s Theresa May itself the accumulated evil of the whole.”
and France’s Emmanuel Macron) wasted no
time proclaiming the allegations proven and Donald Trump, Theresa May, and
Assad the culprit. On April 14, the three Emmanuel Macron are war criminals.
governments launched missile strikes on
They’re certainly not the first war criminals
supposed Syrian chemical facilities.
to hold positions of power in their countries.
The strikes were illegal under both US and Every living former US president with the
international law. Congress hasn’t declared possible — possible — exception of Jimmy
war on Syria. Congress hasn’t even passed Carter has a lot to answer for, as do Tony
an extra-constitutional “Authorization for Blair, Nicolas Sarkozy, et al.
the Use of Military Force” regarding Syria.
Nor has the United Nations authorized Not the first by any means. But there’s no
good
military

good reason why they shouldn’t be the last.
In the US, at least, Congress has the power
of impeachment, and reason to use it. An
increasingly imperial presidency has, since
the end of World War Two, eaten away at its
constitutionally vested war powers.
Congress should finally re-assert its power
in that sphere by removing an offending
president. In fact, it should have done so
long before Trump took office. He just
happens to be the current perpetrator.

LP Western NH
Quarterly Meeting
LP Western NH (LPWNH) will be holding
its next quarterly meeting on May 5 in the
Buckminster Room of the Hannah Grimes
Center (25 Roxbury St, Keene). All
members of the public are welcome,
however only LPWNH members may make
motions or vote.
To join LP Western NH, please visit
http://lpwesternnh.org/join

LPWNH Membership is open to anyone
who:
a) has certified in writing (or electronically)
that they oppose the initiation of force to
achieve political or social goals; AND
b) is domiciled in Cheshire County; AND
c) believes in the objectives, purposes and
principles of the LPWNH; AND
d) has an active membership with the
These people won’t stop committing these Libertarian Party of New Hampshire.
crimes on their own. They must be stopped.
And there’s no time like the present.
LPWNH Membership is currently free.
Beyond impeachment, it’s time to
reconstitute something like the Nuremberg
Tribunal and give it teeth. I personally
oppose the death penalty, but if it is a
deterrent to retail murder, presumably it
would also deter mass murder in the form of
wars of aggression.

Republished with permission.
Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William
Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism. He lives and
works in north central Florida.

Freedom is winning in the encryption arms race
increasingly giving way to a “gig economy”
At tax time in the US, as Gaurav Sangwani in which more and more people are
of India’s Financial Express reports, many becoming de facto self-employers.
American cryptocurrency users weren’t
interested in discussing that aspect of their The other is that it’s dependent on an easy
lives with the Internal Revenue Service. In access to personal information that once
an early April TeamBlind survey of 2,600 favored the mobsters but that has likewise
people who earned money from crypto, been breaking down since the dawn of
46% said they wouldn’t be reporting those widely available Internet access.
earnings to Uncle Sam. Meanwhile, per
Investopedia’s Nathan Reiff, fewer than 100 Since the late 1980s, Americans have been
of Credit Karma Tax’s 250,000 most recent engaged in an arms race with the federal
filers
had reported cryptocurrency government: Our strong encryption versus
their attempts to compromise that
transactions as of April 13.
encryption. Win some, lose some, but
That’s bad news for the IRS, but great news cryptocurrency is potentially our side’s
for America. People whose ancestors fought decisive super-weapon.
a revolution nearly 250 years ago on the
slogan “no taxation without representation” If you thought the perpetual whining from
are finally acquiring the weapons to fight a law enforcement about encryption was
new revolution on a new slogan: No about fighting terrorism, think again. It’s
mostly about the money. Like other
taxation without CONSENT.
mobsters, politicians and their accomplices
Taxation as we know it is really nothing hate the idea of their rackets coming to an
more than the typical mob protection racket: end.
“Nice livelihood you got there — be a
shame if anything happened to it.” And Government will get much smaller and
since the birth of employer “withholding” much less powerful once it has to ask nicely
during World War Two, the mobsters have for a share of the wealth you produce, and
mostly had it easy. They rake what they justify the request, instead of just taking
want right off the top of your paycheck and what it wants. That day draws closer as the
encourage you to think of any partial refund percentage of people using cryptocurrency
and declining to tell Uncle Sam about it
as a gift.
grows.
The racket has always had two weak points,
Republished with permission.
though.
Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William
by: Thomas L. Knapp

One is that it’s dependent on a model of
employment — centralized workplace, lots
of employees, one employer — that’s

Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism. He lives and
works in north central Florida.

4

Former Presidential candidate puts best foot forward to restore justice
Former
Libertarian
Party
Presidential candidate Darryl W
Perry has been outspoken about the
need to reform the current justice
system; as a member of the 2016
Libertarian
Party
Platform
Committee, Perry co-sponsored the

proposal to add an anti-Death people running the NYC Marathon
Penalty plank to the LP Platform. He on November 4, 2018. Darryl isn’t
is now putting his legs behind his an elite runner, who qualified based
mouth.
on speed, nor was he one of the
lucky 15,640 runners who were
Free Talk Live host Darryl W. Perry accepted into the race through the
will be one of approximately 50,000 non-guaranteed drawing (i.e. the
NYC

NYC Marathon lottery). He will
instead be one of nearly 9,000
charity runners, and one of the few
who will be running the Five
Boroughs for Team Innocence
Project.
In a recorded ad, Perry said, “I’ve
accepted a spot on Team Innocence
Project because I’m a passionate
supporter of their work!” Adding,
“With your help, The Innocence
Project can help even more people
who have been wrongly convicted.
As part of Team Innocence Project, I
am
raising
awareness
about
wrongful convictions and raising
funds to help free the innocent!”
Since 1989, 353 people in the United
States have been exonerated by DNA
testing, including 38 who pleaded
guilty to crimes they did not commit
and 20 who served time on death
row. The Innocence Project provided
direct representation or critical
assistance in 180 of those 353 cases.
To secure his spot on Team
Innocence Project in the New York
City Marathon, he needs to raise
$3500 by November 1, and for a
limited time, donations are being
matched dollar for dollar!
Donations can be made using a debit
or credit card through Crowdrise at
Run.FPP.cc
Anyone wishing to send a check or
money order, may do so by sending
to:
Darryl W Perry
63 Emerald St #369
Keene, NH 03431
Cryptocurrency donations are also
being accepted.

