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It takes a disaster…
come pouring in. ESPN reports J.J. Watt, a
Defensive End for the Houston Texans,
sought to raise $200,000 to aid victims of
Hurricane Harvey, pitching in the initial
$100,000 donation. By the end of the week,
“the amount donated surpassed his updated
goal of $17 million.” Watt has also put his
muscles behind his mouth, helping unload
CNN reports, “Companies have pledged “semitrailers of supplies donated for
more than $157 million to relief efforts as Houston relief.”
of Friday [September 2], according to an
estimate from the U.S. Chamber of Watt said, “I’m not just here for the initial
Commerce…. Walmart has pledged up to fundraiser. I’m here to make sure that we
$20 million in cash, products and matching take care of you down the road.”
donations, while Verizon has contributed
$10 million… [and] tech billionaire Michael This is one aspect of disaster relief that is
often overlooked. It’s easy to see the
Dell pledged $36 million to relief efforts.”
immediate affects of a disaster: flooded
CNN adds, “In 2005, Hurricane Katrina and homes; cars destroyed by water and debris;
Rita brought in more than $1 billion in the loss of life and property. It’s a little more
business aid within the first six months of difficult, for those outside of the affected
each disaster… The Indian Ocean tsunami area, to notice the long-term impact of a
in 2004 raised $566 million from corporate major disaster. A dozen years after
donations, while the 2011 Japanese Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf
earthquake and tsunami brought in $301 Coast, some cities in Mississippi are still
million. Hurricane Sandy in 2012 raised feeling the effects: loss of businesses and
$141 million within the first six months in houses that were never rebuilt, loss of
population that never returned after
business aid.”
evacuating, and in some cases protracted
fights with insurance companies and local
It’s not just corporate donations that have
by: Darryl W. Perry

Just a few weeks ago people were fighting
in front of statues and some were asking if
America has ever been more divided. It
turns out disasters bring out the best in
people and serve to unite people behind a
single cause: helping their fellow man.

governments. Though as with many things,
out of sight does mean out of mind; and
with the constant news-cycle coupled with
social media, people quickly tire of hearing
about a story, and something else becomes
the literal flavor of the week.

RECURRING EVENTS
While it does warm my heart and restores
my faith in humanity to see an outpouring
KEENE
of support when a disaster happens, it’s sad Every Sunday – Social Sunday: Local
that absent a reason to set-aside differences Burger, 82 Main St. – 6pm
people are too often simply not kind to one
another.
Bitcoin Meet-Up: (details vary, check keene.bitcoin.com)

Jamie Dimon is right to fear cryptocurrency
by: Thomas L. Knapp

When JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon
called Bitcoin a “fraud,” what ensued
looked a lot like a “poop and scoop” con:
The practice of driving down a thing’s price
by saying bad things about it, then buying
up a bunch of it before the price bounces
back. After Dimon’s comments, JPMorgan
briefly became one of the cryptocurrency’s
biggest buyers. The company claims it was
purchasing Bitcoin on behalf of clients, not
as corporate policy, but it looked bad.
Now
Dimon
is
badmouthing
cryptocurrency again. And, as before, he
clearly either has no idea what he’s talking
about or has sinister motives.
“It’s creating something out of nothing that
to me is worth nothing,” Dimon told
CNBC. “It will end badly.” He also warned
that as cryptocurrencies become more
popular, government crackdowns will drive
them into the black market (that’s
happening in China right now).
The key words in Dimon’s “to me [it’s]
worth nothing” are “to me.” Value is
subjective. What’s a thing worth? Whatever

Community Calendars

it’s worth to you, or to me, or to Jamie is backed only by your trust in the
Dimon. Each of us may find that thing governments (and the Jamie Dimons) of the
more valuable, or less, than do the other world.
two.
“Creating money out of thin air without
Dimon considers cryptocurrency “worth government backing is very different from
nothing” for one reason only: Because his money with government backing,” he says.
company — the largest bank in the United He’s right. Money with government
States and among the largest in the world backing
pays
Jamie
Dimon.
— doesn’t control it. And that’s one of Cryptocurrency threatens his business, his
several reasons why others find it very paycheck and his way of life.
valuable indeed.
His prediction of government crackdowns
Cryptocurrencies run on blockchains, isn’t just a prediction, it’s a fervent wish.
“distributed ledgers” without central He’s desperate to see cryptocurrency
authorities. Dimon prefers fiat currencies, crushed, unless he can find a way to force it
which are created by governments, through the JPMorgan toll booth.
managed by central banks, and funneled
through institutions like his, legally Dimon should be careful what he wishes
privileged choke points taking generous for. If cryptocurrency is forced entirely into
rake-offs from wealth created by others but the “black market,” that market will, sooner
forced to pass through them.
or later, bury his. His only chance is to coopt blockchain and cryptocurrency methods
Neither crypto nor fiat currencies are into the fiat system. Here’s hoping he fails.
backed by physical commodities like gold Republished with permission.
or silver, but the resemblance ends there. Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William
Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism. He lives
Crypto is backed by the work of and works in north central Florida.
maintaining its ledgers, called by the
imaginative name “mining.” Fiat currency

LAKES REGION

Third Saturday – Lakes Region Porcupine
Meeting: New Hong Kong Buffet 12 Old
State Rd Unit 3, Belmont – 12-2pm

LEBANON

Last Tuesday of the month – Upper Valley
Porcupines:
Ziggy's Pizza, 254 North
Plainfield Road, West Lebanon – 6-8pm

MANCHESTER

First Saturday of the month – Merrimack
Valley Porcupines: – 11am (location varies, check
ShireCalendar.FPP.cc)

Every Tuesday – Taproom Tuesday:
Murphy's Taproom, 494 Elm St. – 5-7pm
Every Sunday – Shire Bitcoin Meetup:
Strange Brew Tavern, 88 Market St –
6-9pm

NASHUA

Every Sunday – Nashua Liberty Meetup:
Martha's Exchange, 185 Main St. – 6-8pm

NEWMARKET

Last Sunday of every month – Freecoast
Bitcoin Meet Up: Burrito Liberation, 170
Main St – 3-5pm

PORTSMOUTH

Every Tuesday – Freecoast Bitcoin Meetup:
STREET, 801 Islington St – 6-9pm

SEACOAST

Every Thursday – NH Seacoast Liberty
Meetup: rotates weekly between Dover,
Exeter, Hampton, Portsmouth & Rochester
– 7pm
(location varies, check ShireCalendar.FPP.cc)

Submit your events to editor@fpp.cc –
please send event information by the final
Sunday of each month.
More events can be found online at
ShireCalendar.FPP.cc
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Chelsea Manning, forget Canada – be my guest on the Freecoast instead
Dear Chelsea Manning,
If you are somehow reading this, I want you
to know that you changed my life (for the
better). I am not exaggerating, but I will get
to that in a moment.
I was shocked and saddened to see this
callous headline in a local “news”paper this
morning Transgender traitor Chelsea
Manning denied entry to Canada. I’m sure
you are unfortunately well aware of such
biased and inflammatory journalism, but it
took me back. How could a human being
write such crass
rhetoric, and attempt to back it up with
erroneous reporting? How could imaginary
lines on a map prevent a peaceful person
from visiting other peaceful people? Why
do so many other people still conflate the
ideas of legality and morality? What can I
do to help counter these points?
So back to my opening statement, yes, you
did in fact change my life. And my wife’s
life, and so many whom I have come into
contact with since, and of course so many
others’ lives. You see, back when you were
trying to figure out how to notify the world
about the atrocities you were seeing as part
of your intelligence analysis work in Iraq, I
was living the Standard American Dream
(SAD). I was a lead systems engineer on the
Apache Helicopter, helping to create
airborne weapons systems that were
“protecting our freedom.” We were creating
awesome machines, from an engineering
perspective. I had my house and my debt,
and I viewed myself as a patriot. bullets

Then one day I heard rumblings within the
cubicle walls about a video that was
released on a site called Wikileaks, with the
title “Collateral Murder.” The word at the
water cooler was that we were being asked
to not look at the video. Naturally, due to
the Streisand Effect, the first thing I did was
to go watch the video. What I saw impacted
me so deeply that it changed me forever and
altered the course of my life.

I am happy to say that I left the militaryindustrial complex, and I now only work on by: Darryl W. Perry
projects which add value to people’s lives.
The Washington Post recently answered the
Thank you, Chelsea.
question: “Why does the debt ceiling exist?”
I am very sorry to hear that you are not able
to vacation in Canada due to your In answering the question, they reported,
apparently permanent blacklisting by the “The debt ceiling was set up in 1917 so the
U.S. government and its partners. As an [US] Treasury could borrow money up to a
alternative, my wife and I would love to limit without repeatedly having to go to
have you visit us here on the Freecoast of Congress for permission. (The debt ceiling
New Hampshire. Within a short drive, we took its modern form, the one we know
can show you amazing ocean beaches, today, in 1939.)”
crystal clear mountain lakes, worldrenowned leaf peeping, a vibrant night life, That “modern form” of the debt ceiling
and (in my opinion) the most amazing eliminated separate limits on different types
liberty community on the planet. No big of debt, and in 1941 the debt limit was set at
hoopla, no pressure, just a way to meet $65 billion. By comparison, the federal debt
some really cool people and see an amazing has increased by at least $65 billion in all
place. My family will personally pay for 3 but 2 years since 1976 (FY 1979 & 2000).
nights of your hotel stay if you decide to
make a visit. This offer has no expiration The Post adds, the debt ceiling is “seen by
(although winter will provide a different many conservatives as a way to rein in
type of beauty than the fall). If you are federal spending: It takes a significant
interested, please drop me an encrypted political fight to be able to go further into
debt.”
email [https://keybase.io/kenjusticejr].

As I watched from the perspective of the
Apache Copilot/Gunner (CPG), the 30mm
rounds were leaving the Apache’s chain gun
and raining down upon peaceful journalists
and civilians, causing incomprehensible
destruction. I felt as if it was my finger on
the trigger, and I could not let go.
Thebullets continued to rain down, and I did
my best to keep my outward cries from
notifying my cubicle neighbors. Then, when
the van pulled up to take the victims to the
hospital, I felt my finger on the trigger
again as the CPG performed a double tap,
and took them out as well. As I saw the U.S.
soldiers removing the lifeless bodies of two
children from the van and run them off to a
hospital, I saw in them the bodies of my Sincerely,
own children, and I couldn’t take it Ken Justice
anymore.
p.s.
I don’t want to make this letter all about me, For anyone reading this who is not Chelsea,
but I wanted to say that your bravery and please let me know if you have a verifiable
sacrifice in blowing the whistle on this and way of sending her this message.
other events set me down a path of Spontaneous order and network effects can
introspection and life change. You can hear be a powerful thing.
me
speaking
about
it
here This was originally published as an open letter on freecoast.org
[https://freecoast.org/2017/09/25/aligning-profession-values-ken-justice-chrisrockwell-freecoast-festival-2017/]

.

Harvard disgraces itself to appease CIA Crybullies
by: Thomas L. Knapp

The Washington Post reports that Harvard
University’s
Kennedy
School
of
Government has rescinded its offer of a
visiting fellowship to whistle-blower
Chelsea Manning.
Following
tantrums
from
Central
Intelligence Agency director Mike Pompeo
(who withdrew from a planned speech) and
Michael Morell, a former CIA deputy
director (who resigned his own fellowship
at the school), Dean Douglas W. Elmendorf
issued a statement calling the invitation a
“mistake” and denying any intent to “honor
[Manning] in any way or to endorse any of
her words or deeds.”
Harvard is a private university (to the extent
possible in a mixed economy featuring
various sorts of government funding for
students, researchers, etc.). Its leaders are
entitled to discriminate as they wish
regarding faculty and curriculum. But the
Kennedy School’s action and Elmendorf’s
statement are a stain on the nearly 400-yearold university’s honor.
A ping on the ol’ irony meter:
Among those who contend that the assassination

ination of JFK was not the act of a lone
gunman, the CIA tends to move to center
stage as the likely center of a conspiracy to
kill the president. While Kennedy’s intent to
thwart the military-industrial complex in
general and the CIA in particular may be
exaggerated, he nonetheless enjoys a
posthumous reputation for attempting to
rein the agency in.

Does the debt ceiling
do any good?

a grateful nation.

The Kennedy School’s motto is “ask what
you can do,” presumably as excerpted from
JFK’s inaugural address: “And so, my
fellow Americans: ask not what your
country can do for you — ask what you can
do for your country. My fellow citizens of
the world: ask not what America will do for
you, but what together we can do for the
Now, more than half a century later, the freedom of man.”
school that bears his name kowtows to that
same CIA over what Julian Assange of Chelsea Manning asked herself what she
WikiLeaks accurately deems a “cry-bully could do for her country and for the
complaint” from Pompeo and Morell. It’s freedom of man. She then proceeded to act
— at great personal cost to herself — on the
sickening.
answers she found to that question. No
Chelsea Manning is an American hero who, person on the Kennedy School’s current list
after an illegally long pre-trial detention and of visiting fellows is even close to as
a show trial lacking even the pretense of qualified as Manning to teach the mission
due process, was sentenced to 35 years in implied by the school’s motto. Douglas W.
prison for exposing the crimes committed Elmendorf’s denial of intent to honor
by numerous actors within the US Manning or endorse her deeds is a
government. Former president Barack confession that appeasing reprobates like
Obama deserves plaudits for his decision to Pompeo and Morell comes before doing the
commute her sentence, and condemnation right thing for his students.
for not going further with a full pardon,
lavish financial compensation for the Shame on Harvard.
wrongs done her, and an apology and Republished with permission. Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior
analyst at the William Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian
thanks for services rendered on behalf of of news
Advocacy Journalism. He lives and works in north central Florida.

However history shows otherwise. Since its
creation, the debt ceiling has never been
lowered – EVER – and has been increased
74 times since 1962. Conservative hero
Ronald Reagan allowed the debt ceiling to
be raised 18 times during his Presidency,
and it was raised (or temporarily suspended)
another 27 times since 1988. The debt
ceiling currently stands at $19.8 trillion and
President Trump is working on a deal with
Congress to eliminate the debt ceiling
altogether.
To say this is akin to giving a drunken sailor
on shore leave a credit card with no
spending limit would be an insult to the
drunken sailor on shore leave, because the
drunken sailor would still be left with the
consequences of his overspending. The
nearly $20 trillion debt that was authorized
and created by the 535 men and women of
the United States Congress will never be
paid off, and those who authorized the
spending will never be held accountable for
their reckless spending. Instead, as the Post
reports, the “votes to raise the debt
ceiling… have long been politicized [and
give] both large and small political factions
significant power in an elaborate game of
chicken.”
The question now is not whether or not
Congress will vote to increase the debt
ceiling to avoid a so-called government
shut-down; the question is whether or not
this Congress will give itself, and future
members of Congress a no-limit credit card
that will only encourage more wasteful
spending!
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Privacy and Politics: The hypocrisy of the
surveillance statists
Whenever we mere mortals notice and
The New York Times reports that at least six complain about any aspect of this
members of the Trump administration used surveillance state, the response consists of
personal email accounts to discuss White operatic appeals to “national security,”
“fighting crime,” and other variations on the
House matters.
theme of “we’re just trying to protect you.”
Given president Donald Trump’s campaign
and post-campaign harping (as the Times But whenever an Edward Snowden or
puts it) on former Secretary of State Hillary Chelsea Manning or Julian Assange pulls
crimes
Clinton’s illegal use of a private server and back the curtain, revealing
mishandling of classified information, it’s committed by the political class, all hell
unsurprising to hear charges of hypocrisy breaks loose. How DARE these pesky
from Democratic quarters. But the whistle-blowers show the serfs that their
hypocrisy here a matter of political class emperor isn’t just naked, but also killing
elitism, not partisan politics. Those in and stealing on a scale that would make Ted
power, regardless of party, want to know Bundy and Bernie Madoff blush? And how
what you’re doing, but think what they’re dare the serfs notice?
doing is none of your business (except
Excuse me for a moment while I break out
when they send you the bill for all of it).
the world’s smallest violin and compose
The US government and its state and local “Dirge for the Lost Privacy of Sarah Palin,
subsidiaries operate the largest and most Hillary Clinton, Jared Kushner, Stephen
far-reaching surveillance apparatus in the Bannon, Reince Priebus, Gary Cohn, Ivanka
history of humankind. Their intelligence Trump and Stephen Miller.”
and police agencies intercept, analyze and
catalog our phone calls and emails, create So long as American politicians and
and install malware on our computers to bureaucrats continue to put the rest of us
keep track of what we do online, and watch under a magnifying glass, they deserve no
us via satellite and over vast networks of sympathy when they get caught trying to
cameras in public areas. They track our hide their own actions from public view.
activities using our Social Security Republished with permission.
L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William
numbers, drivers’ licenses, car VINs and Thomas
Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism. He lives and
license plates, banking and employment works in north central Florida.
information, and electronic device IP
address and MAC IDs. Modern America
puts the Third Reich’s death camp tattoo
system and the Soviet Union’s internal
passport scheme to shame in this respect.
by: Thomas L. Knapp

W3C turns the clock back on an Open Web
by: Thomas L. Knapp

On September 18, Ars Technica reports, the
World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)
published
a
new
specification
recommendation,
Encrypted
Media
Extensions. The recommendation, which
natively implements a “Digital Rights
Management” scheme in web browsers,
marks a giant step backward for user
freedom and an “open” World Wide Web.
W3C is the Web’s “international standards
organization.”
Simply
put,
its
recommendations are the reason you can
load almost any web page in almost any
browser and expect to see the same things
on your screen. When W3C recommends
something, it’s a lead pipe cinch that all the
major browser creators will incorporate that
recommendation in their products ASAP.

The purpose of Digital Rights Management
is to allow creators to control the use of, and
prevent the copying of, “intellectual
property” — in the form of copyrighted
informational
works
or
proprietary
hardware creations — after its original sale.

scheme is broken in some fundamental way
(a way that can’t be fixed with browser
updates to the EME code itself), Internet
users are going to increasingly find
themselves frustrated in copying material
they own between their devices, making
archival copies, or grabbing snippets under
The 30-odd year history of DRM is one of the “fair use” provisions of copyright law.
consumer dissatisfaction and sequential
failure. Every DRM scheme is broken EME has also already produced a gigantic
sooner or later (usually sooner), after breach in trust within W3C itself. As Cory
playing hob with purchasers’ ability to Doctorow of the Electronic Frontier
actually make use of the products they’ve Foundation points out (in an open letter
bought. Lately, in addition to trying to announcing EFF’s resignation from the
improve DRM, Big Content and Big body), “W3C is a body that ostensibly
Manufacturing
have
begun
asking operates on consensus,” yet EME was
politicians to criminalize cracking of DRM. imposed on behalf of Big Content and over
That’s not going to work either. The only many objections by the body’s director, Tim
winners in the DRM saga will be the Berners-Lee, and adopted by a vote of less
companies which drop the whole idea and than 60%. Berners-Lee and the proponents
come up with revenue models that don’t of DRM may well have permanently
require them to screw their customers in the wrecked W3C’s reputation as a trustworthy
name of preventing copying and creator and evaluator of standards for the
modification. The false hope of EME puts Web.
off that day.
Republished with permission.

In this case, W3C’s recommendation is the
equivalent of a printing standards body
deciding that henceforth printing presses
should only emboss cuneiform characters in
clay tablets. That is, it calls for universal
adoption of an obsolete — to the point of Until the Encrypted Media Extensions
scheme
silliness — way of doing things.

Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news analyst at the William
Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism. He lives and
works in north central Florida.

