
by: Darryl W. Perry

There is a question that often comes up in a 
variety of ways, and boils down to: “Should 
any government legislate or attempt to 
legislate morality?” Most people would 
answer in the affirmative. However that’s 
where the disagreements and the question of 
“who’s version of morality is to be used?” 
begin.

One current attempt in New Hampshire to 
“legislate morality” – or at least what one 
co-sponsor of the bill calls “respect for a 
woman and her innocence and decency” – 
has made international headlines after an 
online discussion involving some members 
of the NH General Court turned into 
personal attacks. The bill would make is a 
misdemeanor for a woman, other than a 
breastfeeding mother, to purposely expose 
her “areola or nipple… in a public place and 
in the presence of another person with 
reckless disregard for whether a reasonable 
person would be offended or alarmed by 
such act.”

In New Hampshire, every bill gets a 

committee hearing and the legislature then 
votes to accept or reject the committee 
recommendation. The Laconia Daily Sun 
reports Republican majority leader Dick 
Hinch moved to remove the bill to outlaw 
female toplessness from the bills to go to 
committee.

The Sun writes, “Hinch told the House the 
bill was ‘too controversial’ and noted that 
the question of public toplessness is before 
the court, a reference to the case of Heidi 
Lilley, who was issued a citation by the 
Gilford Police after baring her breasts on 
the town beach last summer, which is 
pending in the Fourth Circuit Court, 
Laconia Division.
A roll call vote to scuttle the bill failed, 186 
to 160.”

Rep. Brian Gallagher, the prime sponsor of 
the bill, described the ploy by the leadership 
as “suppression of free speech.” Which is 
ironic given that his proposal is itself a 
blatant violation of free speech! The bill, 
HB1525, provides no exemption for art or 
acts of protest, both recognized as 
legitimate forms of freedom of expression.

Against legislating morality
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Community Calendars
RECURRING EVENTS

DOVER / EXETER / 
HAMPTON / PORTSMOUTH

Every Thursday – NH Seacoast Liberty 
Meetup: rotates weekly between Dover, 
Exeter & Portsmouth – 7pm
(location varies, check ShireCalendar.FPP.cc)

KEENE
Every Sunday – Social Sunday:  Local 
Burger, 82 Main St. – 6pm

LAKES REGION
Third Saturday of the month – Lakes 
Region Porcupine Meeting:  New Hong 
Kong Buffet 12 Old State Rd Unit 3, 
Belmont – 12-2pm

LEBANON
Last Tuesday of the month – Upper Valley 
Porcupines:  Ziggy's Pizza, 254 North 
Plainfield Road, West Lebanon – 6-8pm

MANCHESTER
First Saturday of the month – Merrimack 
Valley Porcupines: – 11am (location varies, check 
ShireCalendar.FPP.cc)

Every Tuesday – Taproom Tuesday: 
Murphy's Taproom, 494 Elm St. – 5-7pm

Every Sunday – Shire Bitcoin Meetup: –
6-9pm (location varies, check ShireCalendar.FPP.cc)

NASHUA
Every Wednesday – Freedom Forum 
discussion: Barnes & Noble, 235 Daniel 
Webster Highway – 7-9pm

Every Sunday – Nashua Liberty Meetup: 
Martha's Exchange, 185 Main St. – 6-8pm

NEWMARKET
Last Sunday of every month – Freecoast 
Bitcoin Meet Up: Burrito Liberation, 170 
Main St – 3-5pm

Submit your events to editor@fpp.cc – 
please send event information by the final 
Sunday of each month.

More events can be found online at 
ShireCalendar.FPP.cc

Aside from the free speech concerns, this is 
bad policy as it blatantly violates equality 
under the law. Amanda Bouldin, an 
opponent of the bill who made the 
aforementioned headline grabbing facebook 
post, says, “We shouldn’t be introducing 
new legislation that only applies to women. 
If we had any laws that started with the 
sentence ‘women should not,’ they should 
have been repealed by now.”

Why should a woman face the possibility of 
spending up to one year in jail for being in 
public without a shirt while her male 
counterparts face no such penalty? This bill 
is just one more piece of legislation that 
attempts to enforce one persons morals on 
everyone else and punish people for an 
offense that does not cause unjust harm to 
anyone. Legislators should repeal the 
countless pages of laws that violate human 
freedom, and people should legally be 
allowed to do anything they want, provided 
only that they not initiate (or threaten) 
violence against the person or legitimately 
owned property of another.

by: Darryl W. Perry

A new year is upon us, which means a few 
things. First and foremost, it’s a Presidential 
election year which means the focus for 
most of the year will be on who will replace 
Barack Obama in the White House, and 
what issues will be a top priority. To a lesser 
degree, there will be discussions about 
which party will control which house of 
Congress. And to an even lesser degree, on 
the national level at least, there will be some 
focus on state legislative issues and state 
ballot measures.

From a freedom perspective it doesn’t really 
make a difference which party controls the 
White House, Senate, or House of 
Representatives. During my lifetime, I’ve 
seen Republican Presidents increase taxes, 
increase spending, and bomb countries 
around the world; and I’ve seen Democratic 
Presidents increase taxes, increase spending, 
and bomb countries around the world. The 
narratives and talking points have been 
slightly different, though the actions have 
been similar. Members of the minority party, 
whichever faction that may be, will for the 
sake of illusion of opposition object to some 
trivial change offered by the majority. 
Though on issues that really matter there is 
near unanimous consent to strip away 
freedom.

The real victories for freedom are often won 
at the state and local level, and more often 
than not are won, not through the legislature, 
but via ballot measures. Cannabis 
legalization in Colorado and Washington 
passed in 2012 as ballot measures, not acts 
of the legislature. Of course not everything 
passed, or defeated, via ballot measure 
ensures more freedom for the individual. 
Voters in Ohio recently defeated a 
“legalization” measure that would have 
created an oligopoly in the cannabis 
industry. Voters rejected cronyism, not 
cannabis. However, some are claiming this 
defeat in November 2015 means that other 
cannabis related measures in 2016 will also 
be defeated because of what is called the 
Bellwether effect. Various groups are 
working on cannabis measures in nearly 15 
states.

Among the more interesting ballot measures 
that some voters will see this year are an 
amendment in Alabama to allow “the 
legislature to put a constitutional 
amendment on a local ballot if the 
amendment only affects said locality” and a 
measure in Arkansas to allow “the governor 
to retain his or her powers and duties when 
absent from the state.” Voters in California 
will decide on allowing for bilingual 
education in public schools and a law that 

would, among other things, require condom 
use in all pornography filmed in the state. 
Colorado voters will vote on creating 
ColoradoCare. Voters in Maine will vote on 
adopting statewide ranked-choice voting. 
Minnesotans will decide whether or not to 
create “an independent board that sets the 
pay of legislators.” And voters in Nevada, in 
addition to voting on taxing & regulating 
cannabis, will vote to require universal 
background checks on all sales and nearly 
all transfers of firearms. BallotPedia reports, 
“The measure exempts certain transfers of 
firearms from background checks, including 
transfers between immediate family 
members and temporary transfers while 
hunting or for immediate self-defense.”

One thing that needs to be pointed out time 
and time again is that every law, whether 
passed by a legislature or voter-driven ballot 
initiative, that requires someone do, or 
prohibits someone from doing, a certain 
thing is enforced by the threat of force and 
violence. If someone violates a law 
prohibiting plastic single-use carryout bags, 
they will either have money stolen from 
them, or they will go to jail. So, before you 
vote on any ballot measure, ask yourself if 
you would personally be willing to throw 
someone in jail for violating the law to be 
enacted!
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by: Darryl W. Perry

For the first time in years, nuclear-related 
sanctions against Iran placed by the 
American government have been lifted. 
Reuters reports on January 16 “the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
confirms Iran had taken steps to restrict its 
nuclear activities required under the [Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action] JCPOA.” 
The JCPOA is the official name of the P5+1 
deal that was approved in July 2015.

Antiwar.com reports the International 
Atomic Energy Agency issued a statement 
“that Iran is in full compliance with all 
commitments under the P5+1 nuclear deal, 
with IAEA chief Amano Yukiya praising all 
involved for making the pact happen.
The IAEA statement obliges the 
international community to lift all nuclear 
sanctions against Iran, something they have 
wasted no time doing.”

The Antiwar.com report adds that as part of 
Iran’s compliance with the P5+1 deal the 
American and Iranian governments 
announced a prisoner swap, in which Iran 
“freed four dual-nationality prisoners, 
including an American/Iranian pastor and an 
American/Iranian Washington Post reporter 
who had been accused of working for the 
US to foment regime change in Iran.”

Antiwar.com adds that sanctions were lifted 
within hours of the prisoner release. As part 
of sanctions relief, “Iran will be able to sell 
its oil internationally like any other 
country.” Additionally, upwards of over 
$100 billion in frozen Iranian assets will be 
released.

The Guardian reports, “Iran will also be 
able to add an extra 500,000 barrels a day to 
its crude exports, affecting the global oil 
market which is already oversupplied. Iran 
is expected to add the same amount again 
within six months, bringing its crude 
exports back to pre-sanctions level.”

While the US government will no longer 
punish foreign companies dealing with Iran; 
not all sanctions are being lifted, and trade-
relations between Iran and the United States 
are not being normalized. The Guardian 
adds, “existing terrorism, human rights and 
ballistic missiles-related sanctions… will 
remain in place.”

I welcome the end nuclear-related sanctions 
against Iran, and hope that it is but one step 
down a path towards normalizing relations 
with Iran. I support this because sanctions 
are an act of war, and I support peace.

In support of ending sanctions
by: Darryl W. Perry

At the August 2015 International Council 
Meeting of Amnesty International, 
“[d]elegates from around the world 
authorized the International Board to 
develop and adopt a policy on the issue [of 
sex workers rights].” Amnesty International 
reported, “The resolution recommends that 
Amnesty International develop a policy that 
supports the full decriminalization of all 
aspects of consensual sex work. The policy 
will also call on states to ensure that sex 
workers enjoy full and equal legal 
protection from exploitation, trafficking and 
violence.”

The proposed policy from Amnesty 
International is not yet available, however 
one NH State Representative was 
encouraged by the vote to adopt a policy 
and introduced legislation to repeal the 
criminal penalties for prostitution in the 
Granite State. Sex worker rights advocates 
from across the country traveled to Concord 
to testify in support of the legislation. Bella 
Robinson, the executive director of the 
Rhode Island chapter of Coyote (Call Off 
Your Old Tired Ethics), said, “The main 
reason I want to see prostitution 
decriminalized is because it is the only harm 
reduction model proven to reduce violence 
and exploitation in the sex industry.”

Robinson went on to explain how 

criminalization of sex work actually creates 
a dangerous situation for prostitutes, 
because they are unable to call the police if 
they are robbed, assaulted, or raped. In New 
Zealand, which passed the Prostitution 
Reform Act decriminalizing all aspects of 
adult prostitution in 2003, the country has 
“just about rid the sex industry of 
exploitation. Sex Workers reported that they 
had better relationships with the police.”

Robinson also mentioned the case of a 
woman who was able to sue a client for 
failure to pay for services rendered, 
something that would not be possible if the 
service was illegal. Adding that 
“Criminalization of prostitution is a failed 
policy. It hasn’t stopped anyone from 
buying or selling sex.” She also pointed out 
the absurdity of attempting to regulate 
selling a service that is completely legal to 
give away for free.

Representatives from the US Prostitutes 
Collective and All Women Count also spoke 
to the committee, urging the legislators to 
repeal the laws prohibiting prostitution 
among consenting adults. Among the 
members of the committee, Dick Marston, 
said he opposes the idea ”because my wife 
would hate this bill.” That is among the 
worst reasons to oppose allowing people to 
be more free.

continued on page 4

In support of sex workers rights
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by: Darryl W. Perry

Over the past several years, awareness of 
the issue of civil asset forfeiture has 
garnered the attention of media and 
legislators around the country. Eric Holder 
last year made modifications to the policies 
involving “[f]ederal adoption of property 
seized by state or local law enforcement 
under state law.” Holder said that his order 
does not apply to seizures by state and local 
authorities working together with or on 
behalf of a federal agency, nor does it “limit 
the ability of state and local agencies to 
pursue the forfeiture of assets pursuant to 
their respective state laws.”

Many praised this modification of federal 
policy as an end to civil asset forfeiture. 
However, that is not the case. In fact, the 
methods used have simply changed. An 
investigative summary published by the 

Office of the Inspector General (OIG) for 
the US Department of Justice (DOJ) found 
“that a Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) airport Security 
Screener had been registered as a paid 
Confidential Source (CS) for the DEA.” In 
other words, at least one TSA screener was 
being offered payment by the DEA to 
“search passenger luggage at the airport for 
evidence of illicit activity in violation of 
DEA policy or federal law.”

While the TSA agent never provided the 
DEA with any “actionable information” and 
thus never received payment, the OIG 
“determined that asking the TSA Security 
Screener to notify the DEA of passengers 
carrying large sums of money in exchange 
for a reward based on money seized by the 
DEA violated the DEA’s interdiction 
manual, and could have violated 

Asset forfeiture is legalized theft
Individuals’ protection against unreasonable 
searches and seizures if it led to a 
subsequent DEA enforcement action.”

The Institute for Justice reports, “Federal 
law allows agencies like the DEA to keep 
up to 100 percent of the proceeds of a 
forfeited property. Moreover, innocent 
owners seeking to regain their seized cash 
must bear the burden of proof and prove 
their own innocence.” Adding, “under civil 
forfeiture, people do not have to be 
convicted of a crime, or even charged to 
lose their cash and other valuables. Out of 
all forfeiture cases pursued by the Justice 
Department, 87 percent were civil 
forfeiture.”

That means in 87% of the forfeiture cases, 
no one was ever charged, let alone 
convicted, of a criminal offense. Despite

this lack of criminal charge, only 21 percent 
of the DEA seizures that happened from 
2009-2013 ($163 million in 4,138 
individual cash seizures) were even 
contested, and all or a portion of the seized 
cash was returned in only in 41 percent of 
those contested cases. That means that less 
than 9 percent of people who are victims of 
asset forfeiture ever got even a portion of 
their property back, which in the end may 
be less than their court costs. According to 
an analysis by the Institute for Justice, from 
2009-2013 “half of all DEA cash seizures 
were under $10,000.” This is nothing less 
than legalized theft, and it has no place in 
what is supposed to be a free country where 
people are presumed innocent until proven 
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

by: Ian Freeman

The Free State Project has been bringing 
libertarians to New Hampshire for more 
than a decade now as early movers. The 
Shire's liberty activist synergy is not found 
anywhere else in the world in all of the 
freedom movement. As a result of our 
already high concentration, it was inevitable 
that alternative currencies like bitcoin 
would become common among FSP early 
movers. 

In fact, FSP early movers are not only users 
of bitcoin, but are also some of the key 
developers and creators of the bitcoin 
world. Free State Project early movers 
created the iconic, most-installed-in-the-
world Lamassu bitcoin vending machine in 
New Hampshire. FSP early movers are 
developing the evolutionary Open Bazaar 
and LBRY software. UBER-killer Arcade 
City has also sprung up just this year, and 
within a week of it being announced, signed 
up 1000 drivers worldwide. Arcade City 
founder and Free State Project early mover 
Christopher David said, “With its libertarian 
leanings and an influx of free staters, New 
Hampshire is perfectly positioned to 
become a major hub for bitcoin and 
blockchain startups. That's a big reason why 
I moved here.”

Here are some more fun facts about the 
burgeoning bitcoin scene in the Shire: 
Manchester is home to the world's longest-
running weekly bitcoin meetup, plus regular 
meetups are being held in Keene and the 
Seacoast. According to Overstock.com, the 
highest concentration of their bitcoin orders 
comes from New Hampshire. Plus, you can 
actually use bitcoin in real life, at mom-n-
pop businesses like Corner News on Main 
St. in Keene, Pizza 911 in Manchester, 
Dancing Lion Chocolate in Manchester, and 
The Farm Concessions food truck in Keene. 
Other businesses accepting bitcoin in New 
Hampshire include a free-stater-owned

owned gas station, Twin Mountain Country 
Store in the White Mountains, free-stater-
owned Quality Computer Services in 
Alstead, and more businesses owned by NH 
natives. Take a look at CoinMap.org to see 
some more.

New Hampshire also boasts New England's 
only public Bitcoin Vending Machines, in 
Keene and Manchester, connecting people 
with bitcoin from as far away as New York 
and Boston. Sadly, the machines in upstate 
NY closed down after that state's 
implementation of strict bitcoin regulations.
(They ARE the Empire State, after all.) 
Plus, for whatever reason, as of this writing 
and for several months, Boston's machines 
have either been removed or are shut down, 
according to user comments at 
CoinATMRadar.com. Keene activists with 
the Shire Free Church have operated a 
BVM publicly since November of 2014. 
The Keene unit is a Lamassu and is located 
in free-stater-owned Route 101 Local 
Goods. The Manchester unit, a General 
Bytes brand, is newly-installed as of this 
writing in another free-stater-owned 
establishment, “Murphy's Taproom” on Elm 
St. As a project of the non-profit Shire Free 
Church, both BVMs operate at the lowest 
possible markup, bringing affordable 
bitcoin to the people, in furtherance of the 
church's mission to foster peace.

Matthew Ping, another Free State Project 
early mover, manages dozens of rental 
properties around Manchester, and is 
accepting bitcoin for rent payments, as does 
the Shire Free Church on their properties in 
Keene, and countless other liberty-friendly 
landlords across NH. Matt says, “The 
number of people paying with bitcoin 
fluctuates monthly depending on the price, 
but in January, six out of 45 apartments paid 
in bitcoin. It doesn't seem like a lot but 
that's half of my free stater residents and I 
think that's pretty awesome.” Maybe you're 

Crypto freedom in the “Free State”
only looking for temporary 
accommodations? Drop into free-stater-
owned Stone Manor in Fitzwilliam, where 
you can pay for your room and meals with 
bitcoin.

We even have a 2016 presidential candidate, 
Darryl W. Perry, who was the first candidate 
for president to accept bitcoin for campaign 
contributions. In fact, he's refusing 
contributions from anyone who wants to 
give him fiat currency! Speaking of politics, 
there are several state legislators – not just 
free stater legislators – who actively accept 
and support bitcoin. (How many states have 
those?) 

Free State Project early movers are not only 
founding businesses and activist 
organizations, but also charities. One such 
project, Fr33 Aid, which provides medical 
services to the yearly Porcupine Freedom 
Festival, and was the world's first charity to 
accept only bitcoin. Fr33 Aid's Stephanie 
Murphy says, “New Hampshire is not only 
where I first heard about bitcoin, but also 
where I first saw it in action. From then on I 
was fascinated.”

Another free-stater-founded charity that 
accepts bitcoin is Shire Sharing, which 
provides Thanksgiving dinners to hundreds 
of families across New Hampshire each 
year.

New Hampshire's liberty community isn't 
exclusive to bitcoin, however. Some 
activists focus on the wider cryptocurrency 
world, like weekly cryptocurrency talk 
show, Neocash Radio hosted by early FSP 
movers Dr. Darren Tapp and JJ 
Schlessinger, the weekly Let's Talk Bitcoin 
with host and FSP early mover Stephanie 
Murphy, and the newest addition to the NH 
bitcoin media family, cryptocurrency 
newscast The Daily Decrypt, with host 
Amanda Johnson.

Amanda says, “The Free State community 
in New Hampshire is the exception when it 
comes to trading with cryptocurrencies. 
Anywhere else, you're surprised if a 
merchant has even heard of bitcoin. Here, 
it's the opposite: you can safely assume that 
98% of free staters are happy to trade in 
cryptocurrency."

I challenge you to find a more bitcoin-
friendly community with the concentration 
that we early movers have created here in 
New Hampshire. It will only get bigger and 
more influential now that the Free State 
Project's official move has just begun. 
Come join the fun!

Sex workers rights 
continued from  page 3

In addition to the proposal to completely 
repeal the statutes criminalizing consensual 
prostitution, the committee also heard 
testimony on a bill to adopt the so-called 
Nordic model which seeks to criminalize 
the attempted purchase, but not solicitation, 
of sexual services. Robinson and the other 
sex workers told the committee that the 
Nordic model is just as bad as the current 
outright prohibition, because it allows law 
enforcement to interfere with their business. 
Robinson added, “Sex Workers need equal 
protection under the law… [and] need to be 
able to report violence and exploitation to 
the police, without fearing that they are in 
danger of being arrested and further 
persecution.”

While this proposal is unlikely to be 
adopted this year, it is an important issue 
and the legislative hearings provide an 
opportunity for the important conversation 
about the rights (or lack thereof) of sex 
workers. As with all issues of human 
freedom, I support the full decriminalization 
of all aspects of consensual sex work!
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